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The Cost of Being a Responsible Pet Owner

             The ownership of a pet(s) is a rewarding and satisfying feature of life since it adds lots of happiness to the owner and his/her home. However, the cost of owning a pet, despite the kind, is getting straining to the owner’s wallet. The cost of being a responsible pet owner in the United States is becoming more expensive during these hard economic times than it was in the earlier years. The veterinary professional field has been trying to make it easier and less challenging to own a pet. This has been through publishing papers and guidelines that aid responsible pet owners in ensuring the cost of taking care of their beloved pets is considerably reduced. The owners use the guidelines to make sure the health of the pet is maintained at the required standard.
             Despite the initial expenses of acquiring a well bred pet, there are additional costs that arise. The prospective pet owner may not have taken these additional costs into account or comprehended before deciding to be a pet owner. These sporadic and unforeseen pet expenses lead to confusion regarding the average annual cost of owning a pet (Osborne 2). The expenses include visits to the vets – scheduled or emergency, professional grooming, wear and tear to the home, yard or even the car. Some pet owners are also forced to buy larger cars, which are more expensive, in order to accommodate the pet during trips or the regular outings than those people who do not own pets.
             Even though, the owner can easily predict the regular expenses of having a pet, these expenses vary with the animal and also the breed. For example, mostly reptiles and fish add a substantial amount to the monthly electricity bill. On the other hand, the size of the pet also causes a variation on the standard cost of being a responsible pet owner. Big dogs, for instance, will have to be given large chunks of food when compared to the small kind like the Chihuahua. The pet owner also determines the cost of owning a pet. For example, an allergic person needs will be expensive, in terms of initial and the long run costs, hypo allergic pets.  These are some of the factors that an owner has to consider when acquiring a pet.

               However, it is the emergency petcare expenses, which are considerably high, that  put a strain on the purses of pet owners over the years. Dr. Louise Murray, vice-president of the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) Bergh Memorial Animal Hospital, in New York City, points out that it is common for a pet owner to spend on average $ 2000- $ 4000 in emergency cases during the lifetime of a particular pet (Lilly 15). This is a substantial amount that can significantly affect the wallet’s weight since it was not necessarily planned. There are also unscrupulous vets who take advantage of the pet owners, charging them inconsiderable high fees for pet care -either for treatment or other regular procedures like desexing.
               When some people take up pets to occupy a space for the short time, they usually do not envision that the pet may be around for a considerable longer period that they expected. With a pet surviving past its intended use will affect the plans of the owner financially. The owner will have to continue feeding it or even search the assistance of the vets to carry euthanasia.

              For sure there are many factors that are making the topic of pet care costs in America controversial in the eyes of responsible pet owners. There is a much needed urgency for finding a way of determining the problems a pet owner will face in the short and long term, and also solutions to the obvious problems while still keeping in mind the unpredicted ones.

               While a pet owner may be responsible, factors that were in play during the initial purchase of the pet may predispose him/her to a collection of financial problems. For example, one would be tempted to rationalize that since he cannot afford a healthy well-bred pet,  cheaper option of a poor bred will serve the purpose equally. What they do not realize is that the poor breeds are more prone to diseases, physical issues and even allergies. This will ultimately increase the amount of money used in medical costs since the number of visits to the vets will irregularly high. Frustrations and frequent disappointment are also part of the package that accompanies these poorly bred animals. Hence, it is highly advised to purchase the well-bred $1000 puppy rather than the $150,  which is a weaker and disease prone puppy. Even though the initial cost is high, this will go a long way in helping to avoid the unnecessary expenses (Smith 2).

               The number of accredited veterinary school in the country is also a factor affecting the cost of owning a pet since it influences the pool of qualified vets available in the market.  The fact that some states don not any accredited veterinary schools creates a gap in the veterinary field and these forces student to apply to form admission into schools outside of the state. This increases the cost of veterinary medical education for the non- resident students, which is already high without even incorporating the nonresident factor. To solve the problem of additional costs incurred by the non-resident students, the respective states from where the students come from have established contracts with the schools to offer a specified number of "resident" positions for admission. For example, the New Jersey veterinary Medical Education Program compensates the absence of a veterinary college in the state by “buying” seats for residents of New Jersey at accredited colleges in other states (Balcom 12). There are also veterinary school scholarships which are handed on academic excellence criteria and financial need by The American Veterinary Medical Foundation. These are the customs that will guarantee an boost to the number of vets in the country which will consequently reduce the pet medical cost incurred by the pet owners. 

               Even though the availability of scholarships and contacts will substantially lift the burden of earning a veterinary degree, the best solution to this problem would ideally be to increase the number of schools capable of developing competent and professional vets. Kansas City is the ideal example for an area that benefits from the large number of veterinary colleges surrounding it. Kansas City has four of top veterinary schools in the country surrounding it and in addition, many of pharmaceutical companies are established within the city. This has made Kansas the least expensive city to own a pet ($90 per month) because veterinary services cost less when compared to other states of the country which have either one or even lack a veterinary college (Lilly 19).  
               With the problem of inadequate vets being sort out by the above measures, responsible pet owners can also protect themselves from the high emergency costs suffered due to injuries or disease outbreaks by taking up emergency pet insurance cover in addition to the usual pet insurance cover. This reduces greatly the financial hit the owner suffers when emergency medical treatment is needed. Robert Long and his wife, who own a beagle, have taken up such measures to protect themselves from an emergency costs like when their pet contracted a sudden and extreme case of Rocky Mountain spotted fever which resulted in the need for surgical removal of the pet’s eyes.  "You don't want to think about the worst-case scenario," Long says, "but you should." (Lilly 14). The couple received around $4,500 of their expenses from the beagle’s insurance. Most pet owners that do not have pet insurance are more inclined to euthanize their pets when faced with costly medical expenses that they cannot cover without putting a dent on the purses.
              Since a large fraction of pet owners take them as part of their families, it would make sense that they ensure the animal receives the best possible care. Preventive care is very important in reducing costs of owning a pet. Murray, a pet owner, believes that a pet should be taken in the breath as owning a car. To him the pet has to be offered proper care like taking your automobile for servicing from time to time because if you do not do what is expected you will end up spending more to solve a problem that would have been easily prevented. It is, therefore, necessary to get the pet sprayed or neutered, take it for annual check-ups to the vet, give the pet the recommended food, make sure the preventive medicines and vaccinations are up to date, and even ensuring the pet is kept out of harm’s way (Lilly 15).
              In other situations, despite the fact that one is a responsible pet owner and he/she adopted the animal from a shelter, the lack of doing adequate research on the breed or type of animal adopted predisposes this owner to unexpected expenses that may put a strain on his financial stability. Therefore, proper research accompanied with a veterinarian advice is a good way of ensuring that one is ready take on the challenging that come with owning a pet (Smith 5).    
               Financial problems which pet owners face when they are making trips outside town are also some of the issues making pet ownership a costly affair. The need to hire a larger car to accommodate the animal, or the cost of either boarding the pet into a care centre or hiring a pet sitter is unbudgeted expenses.  This problem can be explained by getting an acquaintance with the same kind of pet who can pet-sit your pet when you are away. This will greatly help in decreasing expenses since the pet owner may only need to leave food for the pet. 
              The presence of policies against animal shelter euthanasia is also a stumbling block in the pet owners search for a proper way of disposing of the sick or extremely injured pets. Even though the act of mercifully killing a pet (euthanasia) is both mentally and emotionally hard, it would help a lot if the pet owners were able to kill the no longer viable pets needing more medical attention so as to acquire healthier and more cost effective pets. This would be highly supported be the fact that the actual cost of euthanizing animals in America is actually relatively cheap – between $150- $ 180 (FLOYD 12).      

                 The establishment of special taxes by some states on pet food and pet related services is a major factor that increasing the cost of owning a pet in the United States at the most. The use of cliché that the hard economic times the state and local governments to place the taxes on these pet products is unfounded since more revenue can be sourced without targeting specific animal related services or responsible pet owners. In California, for example, there is a proposal to tax veterinary services as a way to counteract the budget deficit.  Placing the whole burden on pet owners is not sensible because some services like the government-run animal services- such as spay or neuter- benefit the whole community since it takes care of the stray or abandoned pets. Meanwhile, the responsible pet owners receive no additional or different benefits than their neighbors who do not own pets. This makes it hard, therefore, to see the logic behind singling the pet owners for taxation. Why while on the same train also single out the elderly and people with kids for taxation to pay for costs incurred when offering senior services or in dealing with teen gangs by the police respectively.  Removing such legislations that subject the responsible pet owners to unfair taxation will go a long way in reducing the increasing cost of owning these precious animals that add a lot to the lives of their owners (Eigenhauser 1).
             To reduce the use of limited number of veterinary services by the vets to charge high, unreasonable medical fees to the pet owners, the veterinary council of USA can formulate and implement strict guidelines and code of ethics for all the vets registered under the council to practice veterinary medicine. These would set a standard range of fees to be charged for the different medical procedures. The code of moral conduct will highly work in favor of pet owners who are constantly being charge high fees when they take their pets for normal check-ups or emergency cases.
               The United States Government is helping pet owners in the country who cannot afford medical care or other needs for their pets like spaying and neutering, rabies vaccination and even food pantries that give the owners pet food and other pet supplies. 
Conclusion
The cost of maintaining a pet is considerably influenced by the type a pet owner chooses to keep since some may need highly specialized treatment or services.  And since an animal has no choice but to live in the conditions it is subjected to, it is of utmost importance for potential pet owners to make adequate plans on how to accommodate the animal in their lives. A responsible pet owner should always ensure all the necessary basic needs of the pet are met.
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